[Complications of preoperative high-dose-rate iridium-192 irradiation in cervix uteri carcinoma].
A report is given about the experience in preoperative, nonfractionated high-dose iridium-192 irradiation in cases of carcinoma of the cervix uteri. A few days prior to radical hysterectomy a dose of 20 Gy (in 2 cm distance) was applied locally by means of a loop-applicator (afterloading technique, Buchler). In cases without postoperative irradiation severe vaginal necroses, in cases with postoperative irradiation severe local and peripheral lesions were observed. In 8 of 10 cases irradiated pre- and postoperatively, another surgical intervention was necessary because of complications in the urinary or intestinal tract. This publication is presented as a warning for preoperative high-dose irradiation with 20 Gy applied locally in cases of carcinoma of the cervix uteri.